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HOCJIEACTBHUA COTPYJHUYECTBA MEXKY O9KOBAC U EC 1JIA
MUI'PAIIMU, MOBNJIBHOCTH

Annomauusn: B mupe, 20e mucpayus U MOOUTLHOCMb  NOCMOSIHHO
pacwupsiromes 61a200apsi 2100aIU3aYUY U HOBbIM MEXHON02UAM. B cea3u ¢ smum
HOBbIM S16/leHUEM HA 8CEX KOHMUHEHMAX OblIU CO30AHbL PECUOHATbHBLE IKOHOMUYECKUE
cooobuecmea (PIC), komopwvie npo8oosim noiumukKy c60000H020 nepemelueHus 1ooell
U Mmoeapos Kaxk GHympu CmpaHvl, max u 3a ee npederamu. Hecmomps na smu
08YCMOPOHHUE Cco2lauenus, Hele2anvHas muepayus u3 Agpuxu 6 Eepony
npooodHCaem pacmu.

Umobvl ynopsaoouums mpauc pecUOHANbHYI0 MUSPAYUIo U CMUMYIUPOBAMb
necanvHyto muepayuro, Eeponetickuit cows (EC) u OxorHomuueckoe coobuyecmso
3anaonoagpuxanckux eocyoapcme (IKOBAC) cobupaiomces compyonuuams 8 3moiu
oonacmu. QOOHAKO yelb 5MO20 COMPYOHUUECMB8Ad NOOPLIBAEMCS  NOJUMUKOLL
obycnosnennocmu EC 6 cnopax no smum conaueHusm.

B oannou cmamve paccmampusaromcs nocieocmsaus compyonuvecmea EC u
OKOBAC ons muepayuu u moounvrocmu 6 2017-2023 2o0ax.

KirudeBbie cjioBa: MUIPALMOHHAS IIOJIMTHKA, YIPABICHUE MUTPALUEH,
pernonansHas unrerpauus, JKOBAC, EBponelickuii coro3.
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IMPLICATIONS OF ECOWAS-EU COOPERATION FOR MIGRATION,
MOBILITY

Abstract: In a world where migration and mobility are constantly expanding
thanks to globalization and new technologies. In view of this new phenomenon,
regional economic communities (RECs) have been set up on all continents, with
policies for the free movement of people and goods, both internally and externally.
Despite these bilateral agreements, illegal migration from Africa to Europe is set to
explode.

In order to regularize trans-regional migration and encourage legal migration,
the European Union (EU) and the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) are going to cooperate in this area. However, the purpose of this
cooperation is being undermined by the EU's policy of conditionality in these
agreement disputes.

This article lays bare the impacts of EU-ECOWAS cooperation on migration and
mobility from 2017-2023.

Key words: migration policies, migration management, regional integration,
ECOWAS, European Union.

I. Introduction

In front of poverty, political instability, wars and authoritarian regimes in the
West African region, many young people from these various countries are trying to
reach Europe in search of a better life in a new world, often at the risk of their lives.
Indeed, we can see in the Western media the systematic presence of pirogues stranded
on the coasts of Spain and Italy, hundreds of men climbing the borders of Morocco,
corpses fished out of the Mediterranean or African repatriates®. In view of this situation,
ECOWAS and the EU have agreed to work in synergy to better manage irregular
migratory flows and promote regular migration from Africa to Europe through
cooperation agreements.

This study will cover a period of 6 years from 2017 to 2023 in West African
countries and will focus on the concepts of «migration management» and

«international cooperationy.

! it's about men, women and children
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The internationalization of European migration policies, combined with the
receptiveness of West African states, has led to a reconfiguration of the management
of West African migration.

West African states, has led to a reconfiguration of West African migration
management. As a result of inter-regional dialogues between Europeans and West
Africans, there has been a migration issues in West Africa (Section I). The ongoing
evaluation of policies carried out within this framework has undermined the free
movement of people within the ECOWAS area, hence the limits of this cooperation
(Section II).

Section I: Securing the migration issue

Securing the migration issue in West Africa is the manifestation of the
reconfiguration of migration management according to the priorities of the European
Union. The European immigration and asylum policy has gradually experienced a
communautarisation and then security before the European Summit in Seville in 2002.

The idea of outsourcing the management and control of migration flows in the
country of origin and transit of migrants. Thanks to the collaboration of the West
African States, the EU and its Member States will implement specific upstream and
downstream measures flows in order to maintain remote control (Zolberg uses the term
“control")> on migration management. These measures will be modeled on the
method’s European institutions for the control, management and regulation of irregular
migration flows. We are witnessing a trans nationalization of security practices.

In exchange for significant funding, ECOWAS and its Member States will
modify their legislation (visa, entry, readmission, mobility, fight against illegal
immigration) and their policies to align with the security policy of the European Union.

Nelly Robin notes that they thus form "a first protective curtain, a first filtering line

2 Zoberg A., "the archaeology of "remote control"", in a. fahrmeir, o. faron and p. weil (eds), migration control in the
north atlantic world. the evolution of state practices in europe and the united states from the French revolution to the inter-
war period, new york (N.Y.), berghahn books, 2003. robin N., "ECOWAS is an area of free movement, advanced border
crossing of the schengen area'", in regional west African migration games, African and European perspectives, OECD,
paris, 2009.
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migration to the EU". From which she concludes that "ECOWAS is a space of free
movement, advanced border crossing of the Schengen Area ".

The securing of the migration issue in West Africa follows two trends. On the
one hand, the ECOWAS and its member states are changing their migration policy
agenda even if it means redevelop the legal framework for migration in the region.

On the other side, the EU is deploying significant resources to assist these States
in the development of a framework institutional in line with the new orientations of
migration management.

Section II: The limits of securing the migration issue

The problem with securing the migration issue in West Africa is that it is a
political response that does not properly problematize the issue of migration in the
region. The solutions advocated cannot take care of all the stakes of the question with
an approach like that. They are partial answers to specific problems of west African
migrations but are unlikely to improve the migration system of the region which
continues its secular communitarization. This is how the security of the stake migration
has created a significant gap between the issues addressed by the authorities in charge
of migration management and the real challenges of West African migration.

The solutions recommended with the security of the migration issue do not
correspond to reality; they do not take into account historical, cultural, ideological,
political or economic factors that have structured West African migration for decades,
before the arrival of globalization. However, Jacques Chevallier clearly recalls the risk
that runs a new policy if the innovations it brings do not take into account the multiple
constraints that there are on the ground. "The implementation is likely to collide, no
only to the ill will of the services that are responsible for applying it, but still to social
resistance: the oppositions, ignored or underestimated at the time of the
COOPERATION BETWEEN ECOWAS AND THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE
FIELD OF MIGRATION.

Definition of the policy will resurface at the level of its implementation; the lack
of consensus or a false consensus in the elaboration phase will compromise the

concrete application. »
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This means that in West Africa, the neglect of the other dimensions of the
migration issue has been a factor in the failure of policies to secure the migration issue.

Worse, the oppositions to the security policy that have been ignored or
underestimated at the during the development of it have resurfaced by finding new
answers to the policies implemented at the risk of making the migration system even
more complex. - African. These

are the perverse effects of securing the migration issue. From this emerges the
observation that the policies to secure West African migration have not been able to

achieve the goals they set for themselves.
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